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One of the great gifts in life is friendship. We value friends who remain faithful to us in good times and in bad, when everything is going well and when life becomes difficult. Sometimes we even become friends with an entire family, which is a very special blessing. That family may invite us to share in important moments in their lives. We rejoice with them in times of celebration, and we also share in their sorrow. When misfortune touches the family, we feel it deeply as well.
Today’s Gospel shows us that Jesus himself experienced this kind of friendship. He was a close friend of the family of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. Jesus needed friends just as we do, and this family, two sisters and their brother, had become very dear to him. When Jesus came to their home, he knew he was among friends and could rest in their company. The Gospel simply tells us, “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.” This was the love of true friendship.
We often speak about lifelong friends, but the Lord’s friendship with us goes even beyond this life; it lasts into eternal life. The greatest sign of his friendship was his death on the cross. As he said at the Last Supper, “No one has greater love than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” Through his death and resurrection, Jesus continues to draw us to himself in love, inviting us to share in his risen life, a life over which death no longer has power.
Today, my dear friends, let us give thanks for the gift of God’s friendship with us, and also for the friends that God has placed in our lives.

