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The meeting began promptly at 6:30 pm by Kathy Barrans, Chair who welcomes us all. 
An Opening Prayer was offered by Ron Longo. 
 Minutes from the meeting were discussed and the minutes were approved.
Father Belogi advised the Council that Bishop Mark has put the Remade Mission on hold for an unspecified amount of time. He is looking to frame his own initiative regarding parish planning. It will be parish focused and not network focused. Each parish must demonstrate a survival plan. Demonstrate who we are, and how we plan to remain viable. Are we able to sustain ourselves? The Bishop is willing to work with us and we need to invite him to visit our parish. There are hopes that we can utilize the Diocesan Pastoral Council. Looking for Parish Trustees to join to represent the Parish. No Churches will close without speaking to the Bishop.
Parishes cannot be sustained by fundraising alone but by regular participation of its parishioners. A Parish wide meeting with held in the Spring to look to how the community sees our future. A team was formulated to reach out to the parish community. JoAnn, Sue and Barb volunteered. Our status currently is critical because we are surviving on the Parish savings. The Bishop is looking to get past bankruptcy and look to revitalization.
Parish reserves are going towards paying the settlements, each parish contributes based on their abilities. We need to look at trying to raise the offertory. We have reduced staff cost which has help but need to regularly adapt to our financial issues.
Father let us know that our new Trustee are Connie Leonard and Jim Stagnitti.
Father let us know that there are 135 Catechumen for Right of Election at the Easter Vigil. The two from our parish are named Kevin who will be Baptized and received into the Church and Anthony who will be received into the Church.
Kathy Barrans did a podcast with the Bishop and it can be seen on the Diocesan website.
Synodal Process, listening sessions to see how people view the parish.  Offering people an opportunity for imput.
Discussed Altar Rosary Sponsoring a Defensive Driving Class 4/14 and 4/21. 30 people maximum for $36.00 and the Card Party on April 23rd.
Also discussed a collection for personal care items that the Church is doing for St John/ St. Ann Parish community.
 
Committee Update:
 Building and Grounds- Ron Longo- bathroom faucet froze and heater was placed in the bathroom There is a heating issue in the gym which will cost $7000.00 to repair.
Altar Rosary cleaned the Stations of the Cross and they look great.

Communication and Media- Jim Dominelli- 1099 registered Parishioners for the Parish and only 204 surveys returned 19 of those were not on the list. Suggesting a bulk mailing. Will check with Donna about generating labels.
Community Outreach with the local schools has been delayed because of lack of response or a response that they do not have anything that requires outside community support or donations. There is a program called MohanCare which we can do a fundraiser for.
Perhaps we can do a food drive during the 3 days of Festa. The Regional Food Bank can drop off a truck during Festa, and we can try to fill it .  Jim will talk to Festa Chairs to see if this is feasible.
Discussed a Community Calendar and paying for a program that will easily allow a calendar to be distributed to the website. The cost will be a yearly fee of $69.99 to be maintained.  It can have up to 4 administrators which Father will approve, MyChurchEvents.com. Objective to post all events sponsored by various parish groups.

 Education and Faith Formation- JoAnn Stankavage shared that the Bible study is reading Matthew, Sermon on the Mount, 10 people are in the group. 2 come all the way from Amsterdam. They use the Little Rock Scripture Guide for the Gospels.
Labyrinth is ordered and will be available on March 14th 2:00 to 7:00 pm and March 15th 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.

Sue discussed her Son-in-Law will come and speak on Elder Law; Power of Attorney, Wills, Living Wills, Health Care Proxy, etc. Announcement will be placed in the bulletin once we get some dates.
Toni Warren, Director of the Joan Prince Home, an alternative care for loved ones who are terminal, can come and speak about services they provide.

Discussed whether continuing opening prayer and sharing names and other announcements should be continued. It was decided that the prayer unites the parish and this helps parishioners to get to know various members of the Parish Community.

We discussed the Diocesan Appeal and the importance of letting the Parish know our obligation and where we stand in the process.

Closing Prayer done by Jim Dominelli.

The Next Meeting is March 16, 2026, at 6:30 pm. Carmela Vecchio to do opening prayer and Elizabeth Miller to do closing prayer.

Respectfully submitted
Carmela Vecchio
