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Growing up in my little Nigerian village, we didn’t have running water. We fetched water from public boreholes, a place where friends met, stories were shared, and sometimes small quarrels broke out over whose turn came first. Recently, with some support, I helped build a clean water system for my extended family’s compound, giving my people easy access to safe water. It’s a simple change, but one that deeply improves everyday life.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In today’s Gospel, Jesus meets a Samaritan woman at a well, a communal place where women gathered, and travelers often crossed paths. There, Jesus encounters a woman deeply thirsty for meaning and life itself. Water, a precious and essential gift, has always symbolized life. We can survive far longer without food than without water. To have clean water is to have life, and the people of Israel recognized God’s presence and blessing in that life-giving water.
 
Our human thirst for water becomes a powerful biblical symbol of our deeper thirst for God. The psalmist prays, “My soul is thirsting for God, the living God. Like a deer that longs for running streams, so my soul is thirsting for you.”
 
At the well, Jesus asks the Samaritan woman for a drink. It was an uncommon gesture. He, Jesus, a Jew, spoke to a Samaritan, breaking boundaries of culture and religion. Yet Jesus true thirst was not for water but for her soul and her people. Jesus wishes to draw them into God’s love. Jesus recognized this woman's deeper longing, her thirst for enduring love that she had not yet found despite being in so many relationships.
 
Today, the risen Lord continues to reveal to us our own hidden thirsts and offers Himself as the living water who alone can satisfy us. Jesus invites us, as He once invited the crowd: “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and let the one who believes in me, drink the water of life.
 
From Jesus’ heart flow rivers of living water, the Holy Spirit, the very love of God. Through baptism, this living water already flows within us. Each day, you and I are called to return to this source, to open our hearts anew, and to let God’s life-giving Spirit refresh our souls.

