
Adult Faith Formation Meeting – Feb. 10,1025 Brainstorming Session

Fr. Jim, Fr. Anthony, Dcn. Joe, Alesio, Kathy Barrans, and JoAnn Stankavage attending.

History of our Parish and other ideas from other parishes:

Most of us are too new to the parish to provide a comprehensive history of what has been 
done in the past but Dcn. Joe remembered that there were small faith sharing groups 
centered around the lectionary readings and the Little Rock Scripture study.  There was 
also a program around “The Seven Last Words”, Bishop Barron’s video series, and the 
ongoing RCIA/OCIA process.  Kathy started an Adult FF program with guest speakers 
coming in to present programs once a month and also started a Bible Study Sharing 
Group facilitated by JoAnn.  Both of these were stopped due to Covid although Kathy did 
try to keep things going via Zoom but there wasn’t much participation on Zoom.  Fr. Jim 
remembered that Linda from St. Margaret’s lead a Bible Study there in the afternoons 
and that her daughter, Katie, was part of a Mother’s Group at Immaculate Conception in 
Glenville.  St. Madeleine’s/St. Gabriel’s also has a Bible Study Group that is currently 
running.  Fr. Anthony suggested that we model AdFF after the youth group meetings by 
making it interactive, fun, with food and games to create a comfortable atmosphere and 
build community among the participants.  He suggested topics relating to real life 
application featuring the love of God in our lives and social justice action.  Alesio 
suggested that for younger people having liturgy scheduled in the evenings might work 
better.  He also felt that more secularly minded people might not at first be excited about 
the scriptures but might be more open to social service/justice activities and that we need 
to be more welcoming to newcomers – reaching out to them with personal one on one 
invitations to join the various ministries and groups within the parish.  JoAnn shared an 
overall AdFF booklet which encompassed a yearly schedule and included various 
community agencies that people could use a reference for special needs such as mental 
health.  She also shared monthly newsletters that were inserted in the bulletin and/or send 
home with students in an effort to reach out to adults and families.  We recognized that 
people’s faith journeys change over time moving from obligation to personal relationship 
with Christ and as we entered into that relationship we became more Christlike toward 
others and could attract others through our example.  Fr. Anthony encouraged us to be 
persistent and consistent and to not give up based on numbers of participants.

Fr. Jim thought that there wasn’t much interest in AdFF but that we needed to find ways 
to awaken a hunger for faith, for seeking God, for moving into personal relationship with 
God and with each other.  We talked about name tags as a way to help people know each 
other, changing where we sit at mass during Lent to get a fresh perspective, and having 
people greet their immediate neighbors in the pews around them.  This greeting could be 
added to the lead in to the Parish Prayer – we greet one another so that we pray together 
as community for one another.  Fr. Anthony felt that as we begin we can build from 
within the parish by listening carefully to the concerns and interests of the people we are 
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gathering with.

Potential approaches we discussed that we might try included:

Faith Sharing Groups built around the Scriptures, Lectionary readings, perhaps a book 
which would hopefully build a sense of community/family where sharing life 
experiences, prayer for one another as well as growth in our relationship with God and 
our faith. We discussed a six week or so process starting with Lent and then in the fall -  
further growth determined by the active participants. We also determined that it would be 
a good idea to offer one in the evenings for those who work and one in the afternoons for 
those who prefer not to drive at night. 

Women’s Group(s) which would do the same as above but focused more on shared life 
experiences.

Once a month presentations on important themes or topics such as Bullying, Safe 
Environment, Bereavement, Prayer, authors in our area who have written books about 
faith and spirituality, etc.

We decided to start a Faith Sharing Group this Lent as a first step followed by once a 
month presentations, and to ask people to greet one another before Mass starts as part of 
the invitation to pray the parish prayer.
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